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  The Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. John

                      N1916 Church Road

            Peshtigo, Wisconsin 54157-9673

        Pastor Sargent 920-228-1061
08/13/2020
Dear members of St. John,

What is standing in your way?  What is stopping you today from having a full, happy, good and normal life!  I would think it is safe to say that many of us would say this crazy virus!  Yes, and all its restriction--first the lock down, then the economic consequences, sporting events being canceled or played without fans present, questions on how to open schools, and now, the mask mandate!   It feels like we are up against a brick wall.   How do we break through it?  The answer to this question is not found it us but in our God.  As we prepare for our worship service on Sunday, take some time to read Romans 8:35-39.  This will serve as the sermon text.   We are not in this alone.  God is the one who will get us thought this difficult time.  He is the answer.  When we submit and say, your will be done.  It will be done!  Because nothing can stand in his way!  

Your will be done! We pray it.  We need to believe and practice it. This requires us to humbly submit.  Our State Governor has issued a Mask Mandate.  This came into effect the 1st of August.   This mandate was discussed at our Church Council Meeting on Monday the 10th of August.  We reviewed what God tells us in his word in Romans 13:1-2; “Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.”  We can be tempted to let our personal feelings or desires get in the way of doing what God wants.  God’s Word is clear.  We must submit and follow this mandate.  The Council decided to have the plan of requiring masks to be worn while in our church and school buildings.   This includes worship services, meetings, and school classrooms when two or more people are present.  There are exceptions in the mandate that include those with underlying health issues or anxiety and for children under the age of 5 years.  When teachers or the Pastor are presenting, they can remove the mask if there is enough social distancing to allow it.  


We understand that this will be difficult for some to follow.  Wearing a mask may be uncomfortable or go against what you personally feel is right.  But Romans 13:8-10 reminds us to also love one another.   Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law.  The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore, love is the fulfillment of the law.  

The Church Council will continue to monitor the situation and adjust if the mandate changes.   Please take note that fear, anxiety, and conflict are the tools the Devil keeps in his pouch and he is ready to bring them out in full force to keep you from God and his plans for you.  Remember this.  God is for us.  Nothing can stand in the way of his love for us!      
Worship

We will worship with no more than 100 people in attendance for each service.  At this time, we will not need to sign up before services because we have not gone beyond the occupancy limit.  If that happens, we will go to the sign up again. 
Mask Mandate: 

The Governor has issued a State-wide Mask Mandate for all public indoor meetings.  We will be following this mandate during worship services.  If you do not haver a mask one can be provided for you by an usher.  

· There will be two services on Sunday at 8:30 and 10:00.  
· We will worship with no more than 100 people in attendance for each service.

· We will have portions of the church pews partitioned off to accommodate social distancing. Please be sure to sit only in the apportioned sections.  Ushers will guide you to your seat of choice.

· No hymnals will be used.  All service materials will be printed in the church bulletin, handed out to each member by an usher wearing a mask and gloves.  

· We will not be passing offering plates in the worship service but will have them at the doors of the sanctuary where you may drop your offering.

· When church is over you will be ushered out.  Please don’t get up and leave on your own. That will make it difficult to keep proper social distancing. 
· We are not requiring that everyone wear a facemask, but please remember social distancing.  If you feel comfortable wearing one, we encourage you to do so.  Ushers will be wearing them.   

Social Interaction

In order to maintain responsible social distancing, we are strongly encouraging the following:

· No physical contact: handshakes, hugs, fist bumps, etc.

· No gathering within church for socializing either before or after services. 

· At this time all other church events, Bible Study, Sunday School, Ladies Aid and Quilting (etc.) will be on hold.
· If you are not feeling well or have concerns about your own health, you do not need to attend.  We will continue with the Livestreaming service at 8:30. If you would like to receive private communion at home please contact Pastor Sargent.
http://www.facebook.com/The-Evangelical-Lutheran-Church-of-St-John-Town-of-Grover-WELS-100389558275581/       
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJ8tkCadzLHuxGWLhovgl8Q
Reminder of Important Information:
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Livestreaming Volunteers:   

We are looking to volunteers to help with the 8:30 service livestream broadcast.  This is not a complicated program but needs volunteers who would be willing to learn to turn on the computer and press the needed buttons to start the live feed and move the camera during the service.  Please contact Pastor is you are interested.
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Pastor Daniel Sargent
